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tive passions but when actuated by artful interested leaders,
I think those who set the late vehemence in motion will be
very cautious how they play with such two-edged tools.-
The leading gentlemen of the country, I am persuaded,
were overjoyed at having a pretence for being satisfied, few
they were within a fortnight of seeing their authority slip,
out of their hands, and pass to those who, having no oppor^
tunity of reaching English ministers, would have discovered
treason in the estates and property of their own landed
superiors* This is human nature. The great plead the
distress of the people; but when they have nursed up the
people to a consistency, somebody or other has shrewdness
enough to discover that the great are the cause of the dis-
tress. This was on the point of happening in Ireland; but
I am running into speculation, which is mighty apt to
deviate into prediction, when I only meant to answer a
paragraph of your Ladyship's letter.

I know nothing more of the egg of a Dutch war that we
laid last week, but that Count Welderen was at the King's
levee on Wednesday, which surprised me. It was vexatious
to have been disappointed of making the important seizure.
My first object in politics is to demolish the French marine*
My Whig blood cannot bear to part with a" drop of the
empire of the ocean. Like the Komans, I would have
Borne domineer over the world, and be free at home. The
old man in me is sensible there is little equity in this, and
that a good patriot is a bad citizen of the world; but a
citizen of the world, as the world is constituted, would be
the most useless animal in the creation, and as much isoli
as the worthy man in the Spectator, who passed his time in
playing with his cat and taking a walk to Islington. To
be of any use in a community one must act within a possible
sphere, and the smaller the province one chooses, the more
good one can do, I ana persuaded that a good Justice of
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